
mspmagweddings.com ˚ MPLS.ST.PAUL WEDDINGS ˚ SPRING / SUMMER 2018 55

Friendships are important 
to Allison and Kevin, so 
it was no coincidence that 
Kevin popped the ques-
tion right before an annual 
holiday dinner party at their 
south Minneapolis home. 

“It was very well timed,” 
Allison recalls of the pro-
posal, which Kevin pulled 
off by placing the ring—one 
he and Allison picked out 
together—under a Charlie 
Brown–style Christmas tree. 
“We had an opportunity to 
share the news with our 
close friends, who were all 
super excited.”  

When wedding planning 
began, the couple took an 
unconventional route for 
choosing a venue: The food 
lovers started by looking for 
a caterer who could provide 
their guests with an unfor-
gettable meal. 

That’s how they ended up 
touring Loring Social—one 
of D’Amico Catering’s newer 
venues—before it was even 
open to host weddings. “We 
knew we wanted a combina-
tion of indoor and outdoor 
space,” Kevin says. “Loring 
Social has a cool story—it 
used to be an auto show-

room, so it has an industrial 
feel. Plus, the location was 
great. It was close to down-
town hotels and a park, so 
there’s some nature but it’s 
also in the city.”

Location was important, 
but timing was also taken 
into consideration. With 
many of their guests coming 
from different states, they 
chose September 2, the 
Friday of Labor Day week-
end, as their date to coincide 
with another big event: the 
Minnesota State Fair. “It’s 
one of my favorite things in 
the world,” says the bride, 

who invited all the wedding 
guests to join her and Kevin 
at the fair the day after the 
wedding. “We thought it 
was a great way to entertain 
out-of-town guests and keep 
the festivities going.”    

With the venue and 
date secured, the couple 
called on Mi Mi Design 
to help pull together the 
finer details of the day. 
After Allison fell in love 
with a floral wallpaper 
on Pinterest, the wedding 
planners found a similar 
pattern on a tablecloth and 
used it to create a theme for 
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the entire day. “I told them 
I wanted it to look grown-
up, sophisticated,” Allison 
says. “I wanted it to fit the 
context we were in. We 
were in the city, so I wanted 
bold colors that would 
stand out in the evening.” 

That translated to teal 
napkins and table numbers, 
flowers in vibrant hues of 
pink and orange, and lots 
of greenery—including a 
custom wall mural of ferns 
held up by decorative gold 
tape. “I wanted it to feel 
green and bright and lush,” 
the bride says.   

Following the ceremony 
at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, where Allison’s 
cousin was a pastor at the 
time, guests made their way 
to Loring Social, which is 
located near downtown 
Minneapolis. They were 
greeted by cocktail-hour 
hors d’oeuvres of bacon-
wrapped shrimp and spring 
rolls, followed by a buffet 
dinner featuring chicken 
and salmon, a nod to the 
father-of-the-bride’s Pacific 
Northwest roots. 

Though the highly 

anticipated food lived up to 
its expectations, it was the 
speeches made by Kevin’s 
brother, Allison’s mom, and 
two close friends that made 
the biggest impression on the 
newlyweds. “There was kind 
of a competition between our 
friends, who are both really 
great public speakers, as to 
who had the better speech,” 
Kevin says. “They were really 
memorable.”

“Incorporating our 
family, but also having two 
of our friends who know 
both of us as a couple and 
individually, was really 
special,” Allison adds. 
“It was fun to hear their 
reflections on us.”     

To end the evening, warm 
Cafe Lurcat cinnamon-
sugar mini-donuts—another 
nod to the Great Minnesota 
Get-Together—helped fuel 
an “epic dance party,” com-
plete with moves the groom 
memorized from Drake’s 
“Hotline Bling” music 
video. “It was super fun, 
and our friends were totally 
ridiculous,” Allison says. “It 
was exactly how we wanted 
it to be.”  

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP: The floral 
tablecloths were 
inspired by a 
wallpaper the bride 
spotted online—
and became the 
springboard for the 
rest of the décor; 
the happy couple 
shared a kiss in the 
alley behind Cafe 
Lurcat; the bride 
and groom chose 
rose gold for their 
bands. Allison's 
rose cut diamond 
ring was designed 
by Anna Sheffield in 
New York. 
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THE 
DETAILS

ALLISON &  
KEVIN

1. Modern table numbers and candleholders 
contrasted with the bright floral décor and 
contributed to the sophisticated, “grown-up” 
vibe the couple was going for. 2. “Green, 
bright, and lush” were the words the bride 
used to describe her floral vision. 3. The 
hosted bar featured some local beverage 
selections. 4. The bouquet was complete 
with a norigae good luck charm, a nod to  
the bride's Korean heritage. 5. A table 
of family wedding photos honored the 
grandparents who could and could not 
attend. 6. Mi Mi Design created a custom 
wall mural using ferns accented with gold 
tape. “It was nothing I had ever seen or 
would have thought to ask for,” says the 
bride. 7. Watercolor invitations inspired 
the floral design for the day. 8. Touches 
of greenery were incorporated into the 
boutonnieres. 9. Before the wedding, the 
couple took photos on the front porch of 
their home on historic Milwaukee Avenue. 
10. Teal napkins brought out the color  
in the tablecloths. 

CEREMONY: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Mpls. • RECEPTION: Loring Social, Mpls. 
• BRIDE’S DRESS: Wtoo from a & bé bridal 
shop • GROOM’S ATTIRE: Brooks Brothers 
• RINGS: Anna Sheffield (hers), Jared (his) 
• INVITATIONS: Minted • CATERING: D'Amico 
Catering • LINENS: Linen Effects • MUSIC: 
Instant Request • FLORALS AND WEDDING 
COORDINATION: Mi Mi Design • HAIR:  
Beauty Room • MAKEUP:  Sarah Davis • 
HONEYMOON: Maui and Lanai, Hawaii
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When Caitlin and Michael 
met as students at the 
University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, they immedi-
ately hit it off—as friends. 
It wasn’t until nine months 
later that their relationship 
turned romantic, and it was 
another eight years—thanks 
to graduate school and 
jobs—before Michael got 
down on one knee in the 
middle of a Napa vineyard. 

“I will always remember 
the first day I saw Caitlin and 
suddenly understood the 
old adage, ‘When you know, 
you know,’” Michael recalls. 

“Really it was just a question 
of when, as opposed to if, we 
were going to get married.”

Having already been 
together for the better part 
of a decade, the couple didn’t 
waste any time jumping into 
wedding planning. “The only 
thing we knew we wanted 
was an outdoor ceremony,” 
Caitlin says. “I grew up on 
Lake Minnetonka, so being 
near water was important.” 
Located next to Lake Harriet, 
Lyndale Park Rose Garden fit 
the bill, with nearby Semple 
Mansion serving as the 
reception space. 

Just like the simple 
Reem Acra dress she 
found at Annika Bridal, 
Caitlin envisioned a classic, 
romantic theme for their big 
day. Tables bedecked with 
candles and gold accents 
welcomed guests as they 
noshed on mini-cheesecakes, 
cupcakes, and macaroons, 
while ivory and pink flowers, 
mixed with plenty of green-
ery, were used to bring pops 
of color to the space. The 
couple incorporated some 
DIY details into the décor, 
but Michael didn’t let Caitlin 
get too carried away. “He 

would always be the voice 
of reason in the back of my 
head, telling me to think of 
the big picture,” she says.

One of the most memora-
ble moments was when the 
newlyweds snuck off for a 
private moment during the 
reception.  

“Michael grabbed me  
off the dance floor and took 
me down to the Semple 
Mansion’s wine cellar,” 
Caitlin says. “He said,  
‘I just want to take a deep 
breath with you and  
take this in.’ That I will 
always remember.” 

Big Picture Romance
CAITLIN & MICHAEL  •   JUNE 17, 2017   •  PHOTOGRAPHS BY KATE BECKER PHOTOGRAPHY

1. The head table made a statement with lush 
greenery, romantic candles, and a touch of 
sparkle. 2. The bride's bouquet was designed 
to showcase her favorite color (green) and 
soft blooms. 3. Chanel perfume and Badgley 
Mischka shoes completed the bride's classic 
look. 4. The groom's blue Hugo Boss suit stood 
out from the groomsmen decked in black.  
5. A guest book designed by the bride greeted 
guests at the entrance to the reception.  
6. Greenery played an important role in the 
save-the-dates and invitations designed by 
Minted. 7. Bridesmaids were dressed in two 
different colors: gold and champagne. 8. A 
reception welcome sign got guests excited for 
the evening ahead. 9. While guests were served 
an assortment of sweets, the couple shared a 
small cutting cake to keep with tradition.  

CEREMONY: Lyndale Park Rose Garden, Mpls. 
• RECEPTION: Semple Mansion, Mpls. • 
BRIDE’S DRESS: Reem Acra from Annika Bridal 
• BRIDESMAID DRESSES: Theia and Jenny 
Yoo • GROOM’S ATTIRE: Hugo Boss • RINGS: 
JB Hudson, Diamonds Direct • FLORALS: 
Zinnia Floral Designs • INVITATIONS: Minted • 
CATERING: Fork & Flair • CAKE: The Copper Hen 
Cakery • DESSERTS: Amy's Cupcake Shoppe, 
Lawler's Desserts, The Copper Hen Cakery 
• RENTALS/LINENS: Linen Effects, Positively 
Charmed Boutique Wedding & Event Decor 
• WEDDING COORDINATOR: Bloom Events • 
DJ: Instant Request • VIDEOGRAPHER: Isaac 
Carlton • CEREMONY MUSIC: Harpist Jim 
Buxton • HAIR/MAKEUP: Creative Beauté 
Agency • HONEYMOON: Great Exuma, Bahamas
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You could say that foot-
ball brought Maureen and 
Liam together. Though 
they both attended the 
University of Notre Dame, 
it wasn’t until five years 
after Maureen graduated 
that she was introduced to 
her future husband during 
a weekend of cheering 

on their alma mater in 
Chicago. 

“Within the first days of 
meeting Maureen, I knew 
that we had an incredible 
opportunity,” Liam recalls. 
“Most anybody who’s spent 
time around her knows how 
incredible she is, and I’m no 
different.”

Though Liam proposed 
while they were living in 
Virginia, the couple knew 
they wanted to get mar-
ried in Minneapolis, where 
they would end up moving 
a week before the wed-
ding. “We liked the idea 
of a downtown wedding,” 
Maureen says. “We wanted 

to show off the city for 
people who had never been 
here before.” After secur-
ing The Basilica of Saint 
Mary for the ceremony, they 
chose the Machine Shop as 
the reception space for its 
warehouse feel and abun-
dance of windows to let in 
the summer light. 

Imagining a wedding that 
felt “natural,” the admit-
tedly indecisive bride relied 
on her wedding planners to 
help bring her vision to life. 
Using a blue-green hue that 
Maureen had fallen in love 
with as a springboard, the 
wedding planners crafted 
a day filled with white 
blooms, plenty of greenery, 
and hints of copper.  

The day of the wedding, 
Maureen and Liam wanted 
nothing more than for  
their friends and family to 
have a great time. Turning 
to the band Northstar to 
provide live music, they 
distributed sweatbands—
which Liam brings with 
him to every wedding he 
attends—to guests, encour-
aging them to stay on the 
dance floor all night long 
with the newlyweds. 

“My favorite moment 
was when Liam and I were 
introduced for the first time 
at the reception,” Maureen 
says. “That’s when I turned 
into celebration mode. I was 
able to relax and have fun 
and spend time with all our 
favorite people.” 
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A Natural Love
MAUREEN & LIAM  •  JUNE 17, 2017  •  PHOTOGRAPHS BY SEWELL PHOTOGRAPHY

THE 
DETAILS

MAUREEN  
& LIAM

1. The couple cut their cake with a sword, 
honoring the groom's military background. 
2. Bridesmaids donned navy gowns with 
a keyhole back for a dramatic look. 3. 
Varied centerpieces gave dimension to the 
large reception space. 4. Succulents were 
a nod to the bride's desire to create a fresh 
look. 5. Custom invitations by the groom's 
sister offered an ideal backdrop for the 
couple's array of turquoise Mrs. boxes. 6. 
The couple snuck out for a quick photo op 
in the rain. 7. The flower girl proudly made 
her way down the aisle in a BHLDN dress. 
8. Low Jimmy Choo wedges allowed the 
bride to easily dance all night long.  
9. Cocktail hour table arrangements 
mixed copper accents with navy, greenery, 
and white. 10. Maureen and Liam snuck 
a kiss in front of their 250 guests. 11. No 
detail was missed—the couple even used 
ceiling installations to complete the space.  

CEREMONY/RECEPTION: The Basilica of Saint 
Mary, Mpls. • RECEPTION: Machine Shop, 
Mpls. • BRIDE’S DRESS: Romona Keveza 
from l'atelier couture • BRIDESMAIDS’ 
DRESSES: Hayley Paige from Bella 
Bridesmaids • GROOM’S/GROOMSMEN’S 
ATTIRE: Oliver Wicks • RINGS: Adiamor, 
Keller & George • INVITATIONS: Molly 
Fremeau • CATERING: Create Catering • 
DESSERT: Create Catering, Nothing Bundt 
Cakes, Cocoa & Fig • FLORALS/WEDDING 
COORDINATION:  Mi Mi Design • RENTALS/
LINENS: Après Event Decor & Tent Rental, 
Rudy's Event Rentals • MUSIC: Northstar 
band and DJ • VIDEOGRAPHER: Vibrant Film 
• PORTRAIT STATION: Selfie & Co. • HAIR/
MAKEUP: Brett Dorrian Artistry Studios • 
HONEYMOON: Spain, France, and Iceland
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As lead designer for floral 
company Munster Rose, 
Kelsey has experienced 
her fair share of weddings. 
So when her boyfriend, 
Lance, popped the question 
with the help of their dog, 
Ruby, at a family cabin near 
Brainerd, she already had a 
vision in mind. 

“I had an idea of the 
certain types of flowers I 
wanted, but working with 
different color schemes 
every weekend and seeing 
so many different designs, 
it’s hard not to love every-
thing,” Kelsey says. “But 

I always knew I wanted 
something more organic.” 

Flowers in blush, orange, 
and ivory hues accented the 
greenery that was heav-
ily present throughout the 
day—from the bouquets to 
the ceremony arch to the 
reception ceiling installa-
tion. Even Ruby donned a 
collar made of greens. It all 
set the stage for the sophis-
ticated-yet-casual vibe 
Kelsey and Lance hoped to 
achieve at the Minneapolis 
Event Center, chosen for 
the intimate atmosphere it 
created for the couple’s 150 

guests. “We wanted to keep 
people near the bar and 
dance floor as much as pos-
sible,” Lance says.  

On the day of the wed-
ding, personal details helped 
tell the couple's story. An 
escort-card board directed 
guests to their seats, where 
they were met by wooden 
table numbers, gray (rather 
than standard white) pillar 
candles, and a box filled with 
chocolate-covered cher-
ries. Favors in the form of 
beer can koozies alluded to 
weekends spent at the cabin, 
while a popcorn bar and 

late-night pizza capped off 
the evening. “We incorpo-
rated the fun things we like 
to do in our daily lives into 
the wedding, but in a stylish, 
classy way,” Lance says. 

The one thing Kelsey 
hadn’t planned on was 
rain, but it made for some 
pretty incredible pictures, 
especially their first look. 
“It was lightly sprinkling,” 
says Lance. “So the pho-
tographers gave us some 
umbrellas and it was a fun 
picture she captured of us 
seeing each other for the 
first time.”   
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Love in Bloom
KELSEY & LANCE  •   SEPTEMBER 23, 2016  •  PHOTOGRAPHS BY MELISSA OHOLENDT PHOTOGRAPHY 

THE 
DETAILS

KELSEY &  
LANCE

1. The bride and groom say "I do" under 
a floral arch. 2. Instead of the standard 
white pillar candles, the couple chose 
gray to coordinate with their blooms. 3. 
Invitations by Paper Rock Scissor featured 
calligraphy by the bride's friend Jessica 
Sequeira. 4. The head table stood out 
under a ceiling installation of greenery. 
5. A cake by Buttercream was accented 
with fresh flowers. 6. Wooden table 
numbers reflected the wooden beams 
of the Minneapolis Event Center. 7. The 
couple's dog, Ruby, was present on the big 
day, donning her own collar of blooms. 
8. A wooden board made by the couple 
held escort cards to direct guests to their 
seats. 9. Bridesmaids, dressed in different 
variations of gray gowns, huddled under 
the St. Anthony Falls bridge. 10. Guests 
took home beer koozies, a nod to the 
couple's love of being at the cabin. 11. 
White and green wrist corsages were made 
for the moms and grandmas.  

CEREMONY/RECEPTION: Minneapolis Event 
Center, Mpls. • BRIDE’S DRESS: Blue 
by Enzoani from Posh Bridal Couture • 
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES: Jenny Yoo from 
BHLDN • GROOM’S/GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE: 
The Black Tux • RINGS: Jeffrey Jewelry 
Co. • INVITATIONS: Paper Rock Scissor 
• DESSERT: Buttercream • FLORALS: 
Munster Rose • LINENS/RENTALS: Rudy's 
Event Rentals, BBJ Linen • MUSIC: 
GenerationNOW • HAIR/MAKEUP:  Jules 
Annen • HONEYMOON: Turks and Caicos 
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Despite living in 
Washington, D.C., Katie 
and Ben always knew 
they'd get married in 
Minnesota. So once Ben 
proposed while on a walk 
at Katie’s family cabin 
in Michigan, they didn’t 
hesitate in asking Katie’s 
90-year-old grandfather, who 

was a retired minister, to 
officiate at Hennepin Avenue 
United Methodist Church. 

“We wanted our wedding 
to feel true to us and reflect 
our personalities and our 
beliefs,” says Katie, who 
worked with Ben to carefully 
select every reading and 
musical selection. “Having 

my grandpa be involved 
in the ceremony was 
something we were really 
looking forward to.”   

Deciding on a spot for 
the reception came just 
as naturally. Throughout 
the course of their 10-year 
courtship, which began as 
undergraduate students at 

Northwestern University 
and continued into graduate 
school on the East Coast, 
Katie and Ben have spent a 
lot of time in libraries. They 
fell in love with the James 
J. Hill Reference Library in 
St. Paul. 

Though planning a wed-
ding from afar was challeng-
ing, Katie and Ben enlisted 
The Simply Elegant Group 
to help bring their vision 
for a “classic but modern” 
wedding to life. Playing to 
the library’s natural beauty, 
decorations were simple 
and elegant. A typewriter 
welcomed guests at the 
entrance, while mercury 
glass, candles, and flowers 
added to the romantic ambi-
ance of the day. 

“I really wanted to have a 
pop of color,” the bride says 
of her choice to incorporate 
pink, blush, and red into the 
bouquets and table décor 
for a relaxed, summery 
feel—perfectly contrasting 
with the bridesmaids’ navy 
dresses. As for her own 
gown, Katie first spotted the 
fitted lace mermaid-style 
dress on BHLDN’s website. 
She tried it on in-store and 
purchased it on the spot.  

That laidback attitude 
guided the tone of the wed-
ding for the couple, whose 
favorite part of the day was 
celebrating with their clos-
est loved ones. “Having all 
of our family and friends 
there, that was really 
special for us,” Ben says. 
“We wanted them to have a 
good time, and there were 
people on the dance floor 
the whole night.”  
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Storybook Romance
KATIE & BEN  •  AUGUST 5, 2016  •  PHOTOGRAPHS BY LAURA IVANOVA PHOTOGRAPHY

THE 
DETAILS

KATIE  
& BEN

1. Candles in clear and mercury gold 
holders added a touch of sparkle to the 
head table. 2. Escort cards on a table 
at the reception mimicked the invitation 
suite. 3. The bride and groom shared  
a private moment outside of the James  
J. Hill Center before the reception.  
4. Flowers in blush and pink hues added 
a pop of color against the bridesmaids' 
navy gowns. 5. The bride gave her  
florist free rein to design her bouquet 
with blooms that were in season.  
6. A four-tier cake was made gluten-
free for the bride. 7. Even the ring box 
coordinated with the color scheme of the 
day. 8. Boutonnieres featured a touch 
of greenery. 9. Invitations were given a 
romantic, whimsical touch with a floral 
accent. 10. Summery florals carried 
through to the high-top tables during 
cocktail hour. 11. A table at the reception 
held photos of the couple's parents and 
grandparents on their wedding days. 

CEREMONY: Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church, Mpls. • CEREMONY: 
James J. Hill Reference Library, St. 
Paul • BRIDE’S DRESS: Eddy K from 
BHLDN • BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES: Bella 
Bridesmaids • GROOM’S ATTIRE: Hugo 
Boss • RINGS: Leo Carroll Jewelers • 
INVITATIONS: Minted • FOOD: Green 
Mangos • DESSERT: Sweet Retreat • 
LINENS/RENTALS:  Après Event Decor & 
Tent Rental • FLORALS: Molly's Flower 
Studio • DJ: Adagio Djay Entertainment 
• WEDDING PLANNER: The Simply 
Elegant Group • HAIR/MAKEUP: Warpaint 
International • HONEYMOON: California


