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> When it comes to remodeling your exist-
ing home or building a new one from 
scratch, a lot of focus is put on kitchens 
and bathrooms for the “wow factor” 
they deliver—but beyond a visual punch, 
these spaces also add value to your home. 
According to Remodeling magazine’s 
2018 “Cost vs. Value” report, a midrange 
bathroom remodel in Minneapolis has a 
resale value of $12,345, and a midrange 
major kitchen remodel resale value totals 
$38,425. Compared to the costs to com-
plete the projects, that’s a 54.3 percent 
and 54.1 percent return on investment, 
respectively.    

“Without a doubt, your kitchen and bath 
are two of the major factors that add value 
to your home,” says Peter Hagstrom, presi-
dent of Hagstrom Builder. “Not everyone 
may desire a screened-in porch or a sports 
court, but almost everyone appreciates a 
well-designed and well-executed kitchen 
or bathroom. It says something about how 
they live and what is important to them, 
and is one of the largest factors in the 
resale of a home.” 

Whether you’re considering a minor 
refresh or a major overhaul, Twin Cities 
design experts offer their advice on what’s 
trending in colors and patterns, textures 

and fi nishes, appliances and lighting, and 
cabinetry and organization.   

“Without a doubt, 
your kitchen and bath 
are two of the major 
factors that add value 
to your home.”

PETER HAGSTROM  / HAGSTROM BUILDER

MAKE A SPLASH
Local design experts weigh in on the latest kitchen and bath trends 

adding wow to Twin Cities homes. 

By Taylor Hugo

A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

Choose panel 
fi nishes to blend 

appliances 
seamlessly.

Kitchen by 
Mingle/ALL, Inc.
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modern patterns and easy-to-
adhere—and remove—appli-
cations. Rebecca Remick, 
principal at City Homes, 
encourages homeowners to 
be innovative with wallpa-
per placement: “Do a pattern 
behind a headboard, or on the 
ceiling in a bathroom.” 

Accent walls. If the thought 
of being bold with color sends you run-
ning to a can of white paint, start small. 
“If you want to add punch to a room, 
paint one wall a really wild color and 

leave the others neutral,” 
says Hagstrom. “Anything 
you can do to use color as an 
accent without it being ubiq-
uitous and overwhelming in 
a space—go for it!” 

Patterned tiles. Whether 
on a backsplash or fl oor, pat-
terned tile continues to be a 
strong trend, “with cement 

tile being a favorite,” says Peck. “We also 
see a strong ’70s infl uence in pattern […] 
and patterns that relate to technology 
with a strong geometric vibe.”

KITCHEN AND BATH
ADVERT IS ING SECTION
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 T R E N D I N G  I N : 

Colors & 
Patterns 
Playful patterns and pops of 
color are fun ways to showcase 
homeowners’ personalities in 
their kitchens and bathrooms, 
but there’s a fi ne line between 
tasteful and tacky. Here’s how to 
get it right!

Bold colors. Infusing a space with 
color—be it a cherry red or seaside blue—
in lieu of a neutral shade gives any room 
a vibrant pick-me-up, but it’s particu-
larly effective and popular on cabinetry, 
says interior designer Lisa Peck of LiLu 
Interiors. “Not having to play it safe is a 
new kind of luxury statement.”  

Wa l l p a p e r.  T h i s  d e c o r a t i n g 
technique sometimes gets a bad rap, 
but it ’s come a long way from the 
floral prints you remember from 
your grandmother’s house, thanks to 

“Take a chance and be 
brave. You can always 
cover it again.”

REBECCA REMICK  / CITY HOMES

Benjamin Moore 
Black Beauty 
2128-10
For a stark contrast 
in a kitchen or 
bath, this color is 
a chic, modern 
choice for window 
grids and sashes. 

Benjamin Moore 
Hale Navy 
HC-154
Navy is a new 
neutral, perfect 
for a pop of color 
on cabinetry or a 
kitchen island.

Hirshfi eld’s 
0011 Sugar Dust
Whites are still 
going strong for 
walls, but rather 
than stark, bright 
shades, warmer 
undertones are 
taking over. 

Farrow & Ball
289 Inchyra Blue 
Sub charcoal for 
this gray-blue-
green hue for a 
moody, intimate 
vibe on a powder 
room vanity.  

Hirshfi eld’s 
0530 Metro
This shade of 
“greige”—a mix 
of gray and 
beige—adds 
timeless 
elegance to 
cabinets. 

From walls 
and window 

trim to 
cabinetry 

and islands, 
local 

paint pro 
Hirshfi eld’s 

dishes on 
fi ve trendy-
yet-classic 

hues 
for kitchens 
and baths. 

TRADITION WITH A TWIST 

Turn up the cool 
factor with ‘70s-style, 

patterned tiles.

Kitchen by 
Hagstrom Builder

Bath by 
City Homes
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 T R E N D I N G  I N : 

Textures & 
Finishes
Textures and finishes—like 
metallic accents and can’t-help-
but-touch wallcoverings—add 
interest and depth to a room. 
Here’s how to achieve the trend 
without overwhelming the eye 
with too many visual distractions.  

Monochrome with flair. Craving the 
trendy sleekness of a monochrome 
design scheme, but worried it will look 
bland? Give solid-colored surfaces 
some oomph by adding texture. For 
the kitchen backsplash above, Knight 
Construction Design, Inc.’s Kristen 
Peck gave classic subway tile a run for 
its money by opting for an uneven tile 
with a handmade feel. 

Varied textures. Don’t feel constrained 
by one texture throughout a room. 

“Choose a couple different areas to infuse 
texture,” Kristen Peck says, pointing out 
this kitchen’s navy blue shiplap on the 
island, natural stone mosaic behind the 
range hood, and cherry wood trim as 
examples. “It really adds a lot of interest 
into a design.”  

Mixed finishes. Matchy-matchy is out as 
more homeowners are gravitating toward 
a mix of “matte and polished finishes,” 
says Lisa Peck. This is a particularly pop-
ular technique with tiles, adding depth 
to a shower wall or backsplash.     

Honoring the past. What’s old is new 
again, as designers revert to historic 
finish textures—like limewash, waxed 
Venetian plaster, and metal leafing—and 
authentic materials, such as stone or 
solid wood. For the bathroom at right, 
Streeter & Associates worked with inte-
rior designer Jodi Gillespie, who honored 
the condo’s industrial roots by refresh-
ing the concrete floor, maintaining the 
ceiling’s and column’s natural state, and 
installing a wallcovering “reminiscent of 
the rust and paint on the historic build-
ings in view,” she says.  

Interior designer 
Jodi Gillespie 
honored the 
industrial roots 
of this condo by 
Streeter & Associates 
(below) by refreshing 
the concrete floor, 
maintaining the 
natural state of the 
ceiling and column, 
and installing 
a wallcovering 
“reminiscent of the 
rust and paint on the 
historic buildings in 
view,” she says. 

Choose shiplap 
to add depth to a 

solid surface.

Cherry wood 
accents the 
range hood.

Create a 
handmade look 

with uneven 
subway tiles.

Bathroom by 
Streeter & 
Associates

Kitchen 
by Knight 
Construction 
Design, Inc. »
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 T R E N D I N G  I N : 

Appliances & 
Lighting
Kitchens are the heart of the 
home, and homeowners are 
customizing these spaces to meet 
their lifestyle needs like never 
before. Here’s how to brighten 
and streamline yours. 

Task lighting. Homeowners and build-
ers are becoming more intentional with 
lighting, placing light sources where 
they’re really needed—think over the 
sink or range, or even inside cabine-
try—rather than big, all-encompassing 
fi xtures, says Paul Hannan, principal at 
SALA Architects, noting that LED has 
replaced nearly all incandescent bulbs. 

Panel finishes. If you walk into a 
kitchen and can’t spot where the 
dishwasher is, that’s thanks to panel 
fi nishes, where appliances seamlessly 
blend into the surrounding cabinetry. 
“These are perfect for the open fl oor 
plan; it makes a kitchen look a little 
less utilitarian because there are fewer 
appliances shown,” says Tricia Hauser 
Tidemann of Mingle, who worked with 
ALL, Inc. for the kitchen remodel on 
page 87. 

 T R E N D I N G  I N : 

Cabinetry & 
Organization
When it comes to an ideal kitchen 
and bathroom layout, what works 
for one homeowner may not 
work for another. But there are 
some overarching cabinetry and 
organization trends to look out for.

Timeless meets trendy. To achieve a 
kitchen layout that works for now and the 
future, current trends point to timeless 
profi les with contemporary touches, such 
as stained cabinetry with mixed-metal 
hardware, and open layouts with large 
center islands. “The layout was inten-
tionally simple with a classic range and 
double oven, but featured sleek rift-cut 
white oak cabinetry, thick marble slabs 
[. . . and a] white shiplap ceiling detail 
nestled between rustic reclaimed beams,” 
BohLand Homes’ Mallory Busacker says 
of the kitchen pictured above. “[It’s] con-
temporary meets classic meets rustic.” 

Smart storage. Take stock of your pots 
and pans, baking sheets, and other kitchen 
must-haves before designing your storage 
solutions. Vertical shelving works great 
for holding baking sheets, while drawers 
are better than lower cabinetry shelves 
for pots and pans, “so you can pull [out] 
the drawer and access all of its contents,” 

says California Closets’ Minneapolis CEO 
Brandy Ward. “When you have shelving, 
you lose the items on the backside, espe-
cially when the shelves are too deep. An 
effi cient and well-designed pantry always 
makes a huge difference.” 

White on white. Selecting white cabinets 
to match quartz countertops and white 
backsplash tile is a trend that’s still going 
strong, Ward says. “We’re living in an age 
of social media and Instagram blogging, 
and white looks so sleek and modern in 
photographs, which is translating into 
clients leaning toward white as a pre-
ferred fi nish.” 

Gold hardware. Ditch the traditional 
drawer pulls in favor of a hint of glamour. 
“This year we’ve added a matte gold line 
of hardware and accessories,” says Ward. 
“People are loving gold and it doesn’t 
seem to be going away anytime soon.” 
Bonus: If you tire of the gold or the trend 
goes out of style, switching out hardware 
is a quick, inexpensive way to refresh 
your kitchen or bathroom.

“You want your 
lighting scheme to 
have different levels: 
bright and focused 
for when you’re using 
the kitchen, and 
dimmable, ambient 
lighting for when 
the kitchen is not the 
center of attention.”

PAUL HANNAN  / SALA ARCHITECTS

BohLand Homes chose rift-cut oak 
cabinetry and thick marble slabs for 
a “contemporary meets rustic” vibe. 

White on white and gold hardware 
are trending, says Brandy Ward at 
California Closets.



KITCHEN AND BATH
ADVERT IS ING SECTION

94 O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8    MSPMAG .C OM

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
SP

A
C

EC
R

A
FT

IN
G

 (
LE

FT
);

 T
R

O
Y 

TH
IE

S 
(R

IG
H

T)
 

Sculptural lighting. Lighting is no longer 
just about function—it’s also about fash-
ion. Select fi xtures that are sculptural to 
add interest. “All [the lights] are fi ner in 
scale,” says Suzanne Claiborne, interior 
designer at Lecy Bros., referring to the 
kitchen pictured above. “Trim black lines 
complement the glass and the sparkle of 
the nickel. Although larger, the fi xtures 
do not feel heavy. Their size makes them 
impressive statements and a beautiful 
focal point.”

Appliance choice and placement. 
Complete customization for each indi-
vidual homeowner is a top-of-mind pri-
ority in today’s kitchen remodels. In the 
SALA Architects kitchen below, a second 
oven was added to the island for an easy 
workflow between the adjacent range. 
The Lecy Bros. kitchen, meanwhile, fea-
tures a microwave built into the wall (not 
pictured), freeing up countertop space. 

• MEET THE EXPERTS •

ALL, Inc. / 651-227-6331 / allinc.com
BohLand Homes / 952-473-2089 
bohlandhomes.com
California Closets / 952-844-0004 
californiaclosets.com
City Homes / 612-217-2853 
cityhomesllc.com
Hagstrom Builder / 651-777-8563 
hagstrombuilder.com
Hirshfi eld’s / 800-432-3701 / hirshfi elds.com
Jodi Gillespie Interior Design 
651-955-8995 / jginteriordesign.com
Knight Construction Design, Inc.
952-361-4949 / knightremodeling.com
Lecy Bros. Home & Remodeling
952-944-9499 / lecybros.com
LiLu Interiors / 612-354-3271 
liluinteriors.com
Mingle / 763-717-8500 / mingleteam.com
SALA Architects / 612-379-3037 
salaarc.com
Streeter & Associates / 952-449-9448
streeterhomes.com

SALA Architects added a 
second oven to the island 

for easy workfl ow.

Light fi xtures are the 
focal point in this Lecy 

Bros. kitchen.


