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“Best friends” is the 
phrase Ashley and Wyatt 
both use to describe their 
relationship. After meet-
ing at work in June 2013, it 
wasn’t until the following 
year that their relationship 
took a romantic turn. 

“Starting out as really 
good friends first was 
something I had never 
done with anyone else 
in my life,” says Ashley, 
who recalls bonding with 
Wyatt over their respec-
tive passions for horses 
and bass fishing. So when 
it came time for Wyatt 

to propose in July 2016, 
it’s only fitting that he 
popped the question at the 
picturesque Lake Louise in 
Banff, Canada, followed by 
a horseback ride.  

Wedding planning began 
right away—literally. While 
still on vacation, reveling 
in newly engaged bliss, 
Ashley reached out to 
just-opened Machine Shop 
after seeing photos of the 
venue on social media.
 “We knew it was the per-
fect space for us,” Ashley 
says. “I just love how it’s 
light and open in there. 

You can kind of make it 
your own. We were really 
happy to be able to put 
both our styles together in 
that space.” 

Working with a blank 
canvas, there was one 
element that was a must: 
an abundance of greenery. 
While Wyatt had envi-
sioned getting married out-
side, Ashley dreamed of a 
church wedding officiated 
by her grandfather, who’s 
a priest. To incorporate 
both of their wishes, the 
ceremony was held at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic 

Church, followed by a 
reception that was 
all about bringing the
outdoors inside. 

Leafy foliage made an 
appearance at every 
turn—from the wreaths 
and garland that decorated 
the outside of the 
church, to the dramatic 
ceiling installations, to 
the unstructured bou-
quets tied with hand-dyed 
ribbon, to accents on the 
cake, which was suspended 
on a greenery-wrapped 
swing. “We were trying as 
much as we could to bring 
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greens inside so it felt like 
a garden-y outdoor wed-
ding,” Ashley says.  

 At first leaning toward 
shades of white, pink, 
and peach for the flow-
ers, the bride scrapped the 
summery hues in favor of 
bold red and gray roses to 
complement the navy and 
dusty-blue wedding party 
attire—a color scheme that 
felt “more like me,” the 
bride says. 

“It was most important 
to me that Ashley got to 
have the wedding that she 
dreamed about, and my 
dream was just sharing that 
day with her,” Wyatt says. 
“I wasn’t going to remem-
ber the specific color of 
flowers that were different 
at each table, or the place 
settings, but seeing her 
glow with joy when it all 
came together was most 
important to me.” 

Subtle details through-
out the day helped tell the 
newlyweds’ love story. To 
honor the strong tradition 
of marriage on both sides, a 
legacy table displayed fam-
ily wedding photos, while 
a large board holding the 
guest escort cards—which 

was also used as a back-
drop for selfies later in the 
evening—was emblazoned 
with the quote “You will 
always be my life’s great-
est catch,” which Wyatt 
recited to Ashley when 
he proposed. Even the 
couple’s dogs were there 
in spirit, represented on 
custom napkins at the des-
sert table.  

But looking back, it was 
experiences with guests 
that Ashley and Wyatt 
remember most fondly, 
such as the time between 
ceremony and reception 
when the newlyweds snuck 
down to the Mississippi 
River with their wedding 
party; dancing the night 
away to the tunes of Rock 
With U, a live music/DJ 
fusion group; and hearing 
from guests how much they 
loved the bride’s grandfa-
ther’s witty, funny homily 
during the ceremony. “So 
many people came up to 
me and said how great of 
a job he did and how sur-
prised they were with how 
entertaining it was,” Ashley 
says. “It made them think 
about their own marriages. 
That was really special.” 

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP: After the “I 
dos,” the new-
lyweds and the 
wedding party 
found a secluded 
beach on the Mis-
sissippi River for 
post-ceremony 
photos; rose gold 
fl atware and candle 
holders accented 
the head table; the 
baby-blue doors 
of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic 
Church perfectly 
complemented 
the couple’s color 
scheme. 
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1. Lobster nets were incorporated into the 
ceiling installations as a nod to the groom’s love 
of bass fi shing. 2. Bridesmaids wore dusty-blue 
dresses. 3. Simple fl oral arrangements on 
the guest tables were a perfect complement 
to the dramatic ceiling installations. 4. The 
bride’s Manolo Blahnik shoes are the same 
ones donned by Carrie Bradshaw in the Sex and 
the City movie. 5. A custom board displayed 
guests’ escort cards. 6. A dessert table featured 
mini apple pies, mini berry tarts, and pudding 
shooters. 7. Custom invitations from Printerette 
Press were classic with a modern twist. 
8. Part-naked and part-frosted, the vanilla 
and chocolate cake was fl avored with salted 
caramel. 9. Pops of red brought the bride’s 
bouquet to life. 10. A welcome sign greeted 
guests at the entrance to the church.  

CEREMONY: Our Lady of Lourdes, Mpls. • 
RECEPTION: Machine Shop, Mpls. • BRIDE’S 
DRESS: Sareh Nouri from Annika Bridal Boutique 
• BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES: The Wedding 
Shoppe • GROOM’S/GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE: The 
Black Tux • RINGS: Wedding Day Diamonds • 
INVITATIONS/CALLIGRAPHY: Printerette Press 
• RIBBON/RUNNERS: Shasta Bell Calligraphy 
• CATERING: The Deco Catering • DESSERT: 
Cocoa & Fig • FLORALS: Poppy Lane • 
DESIGN/DÉCOR: Collected & Co. • LINENS: 
Après Event Décor & Tent Rental and La 
Tavola Fine Linen • LIGHTING: Phos Events 
• TRANSPORTATION: Renee’s Royal Valet • 
BAND/DJ: Rock With U • VIDEOGRAPHER: Sky 
Blue Weddings • WEDDING COORDINATION: 
Blush and Whim • HAIR/MAKEUP: Eyes and 
Irons • HONEYMOON: Puerto Vallarta, Mexico
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When Katelyn and Keith 
got married on September 
3, 2017, it was their second 
wedding celebration. The 
couple—who fi rst met as 
students at North Dakota 
State University and started 
dating after graduation—
originally tied the knot the 
year before when Katelyn 
relocated to the U.S. from 
Canada.  

Spotting The Copper 
Hen Cakery & Kitchen 
on Instagram, the couple 
instantly knew it was the 
perfect spot to host their 
intimate affair—from the 

eye-catching fl oral wallpa-
per to the farmhouse-style 
tables. “I thought, ‘Oh 
my god, this is real! The 
perfect wedding exists!’ 
It’s so beautiful there. We 
had to do almost nothing in 
terms of decorating,” says 
Katelyn, who accented the 
venue’s natural beauty with 
greenery and fall-colored 
fl orals in shades of burnt 
orange and burgundy. 

But it was the menu that 
was the real selling point. 
Rather than a traditional 
wedding meal, guests were 
treated to salmon and 

burgers—a special request 
from the bride—and a 
champagne- and chocolate-
fl avored two-tier cake. 

“From being foodies, to 
sampling our way through 
British Columbia at several 
estate wine vineyards, 
to trying new breweries 
throughout Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, these are the 
memories we wanted to 
share with our friends and 
family on our wedding day,” 
says Keith.  

And it were these 
personal touches that 
defi ned the day. As a nod 

to the bride’s late Scottish 
grandfather, blue thistle—
the national emblem of 
Scotland—was woven into 
the bouquets, and “Hey 
Jude” was chosen for the 
father-daughter dance, the 
fi rst song Katelyn’s dad 
sang to her as a baby. 

“We were already mar-
ried, but I wanted our 
guests to feel something 
when we did it again,” 
Katelyn says. “It wasn’t just 
to have a party. I wanted 
everyone who was there 
to feel like they were at 
home.” 

An Intimate Glow
KATELYN & KEITH  •   SEPTEMBER 3, 2017   •  PHOTOGRAPHS BY ASHER MARIE PHOTOGRAPHY

1. The bride chose neutral hues for the 
two-piece bridesmaids’ dresses to make 
the colors in the bouquets pop. 2. Cream 
cheese frosting enrobed the champagne- and 
chocolate-fl avored cake from The Copper 
Hen. 3. Name cards featured a touch of 
greenery to match the décor and fl orals. 
4. The newlyweds had their rings custom-
made. 5. Simple invitations were given a 
touch of sophisticated whimsy with a fl oral 
wreath accent; the bride’s hairpiece matched 
her bouquet. 6. An illusion neckline and 
sleeves were added to Katelyn’s dress, which 
had initially been made with beaded straps. 
7. Mason jar glasses and garland accented 
the farmhouse-style tables. 8. The bride 
and groom shared a private moment during 
the reception. 9. The groom showed off  his 
personal style with a green bow tie and gray 
patterned suit, accented by a boutonniere to 
match the wedding colors.  

CEREMONY: Grace University Lutheran Church, 
Mpls. • RECEPTION: The Copper Hen Cakery 
& Kitchen, Mpls.  • BRIDE’S DRESS: Blue by 
Enzoani from The Bridal and Tuxedo House 
• ALTERATIONS: Amazing Alterations • 
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES: Aritzia (body suits) 
and Revelry (skirts) • GROOM’S/GROOMSMEN’S 
ATTIRE: Studio Suits, The Tie Bar • RINGS: 
Custom • INVITATIONS/PROGRAMS: Paperless 
Post • DESSERT: The Copper Hen Cakery & 
Kitchen • FLORALS: Eclectic Elegance Florals 
• TRANSPORTATION: Valley Limo & Coach • 
DJ: DJ 4enziks • HAIR/MAKEUP: Kelly Sautner
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Srey and Neil approach 
everything they do as a 
partnership. From dance 
partners on their fi rst date 
at The Loop to business 
partners fl ipping homes, the 
couple knew early on in their 
relationship they had found 
their partner in life.  

“We have similar tastes. 
We like the same food and 
the same music; we have 
the same family values. We 
clicked,” Neil says of how he 
knew Srey was his perfect 
match. But it was still a sur-
prise to Srey when, on the 
day they moved into their 

fi rst house together, she 
found a black box containing 
an engagement ring tied to 
the doorknob. 

Already together for six 
years, they took their time 
planning the perfect wed-
ding. In fact, a year and a half 
went by before they found 
their venue—the American 
Swedish Institute—six 
months before they tied the 
knot. “As soon as we walked 
in, we looked at each other 
and said, ‘Let’s get married 
here,’” Srey recalls. 

It’s fi tting that they chose 
a place that celebrates 

international culture, 
since representing their 
own Cambodian and Irish 
heritages was of chief 
importance throughout the 
wedding weekend. 

A Cambodian ceremony 
on the fi rst day of festivities 
included colorful traditional 
garb and rituals, such as a 
groom’s processional where 
Neil presented Srey with 
thousands of seeds signifying 
their generations to come. 

The following day, Srey 
donned a custom Lazaro 
gown and the groom sported 
four-leaf-clover cuff links 

as they said their “I dos” in 
a Christian ceremony. With 
the weather in their favor, 
an eight-course Asian-
American fusion dinner was 
served alfresco, followed 
by a fi rst dance under café 
lights to “Say You Won’t Let 
Go” by James Arthur. The 
bride even surprised guests 
with an outfi t change to a 
purple-gray evening gown. 

“We wanted everyone to 
eat and drink and have fun,” 
says Srey. “We had a great 
time at our wedding, so we 
wanted to make sure our 
guests felt the same way.”  

Modern Glamour
SREY & NEIL  •   JUNE 2 & 3, 2017  •  PHOTOGRAPHS BY ERIN JOHNSON PHOTOGRAPHY
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1. A globe card box nodded to the 
couple’s love of travel. 2. Bridesmaids 
chose their own dresses in various shades 
of blush, while the bride combined two 
gowns for a custom Lazaro creation. 
3. “Bride” and “Groom” wreaths 
decorated the seats of the newlyweds 
at the reception. 4. Programs refl ected 
the romantic, glamorous vibe of the day. 
5. A Cambodian ceremony incorporated 
cultural traditions. 6. Gold branches in 
the fl ower arrangements added a modern 
twist. 7. The bride wore classic Badgley 
Mischka shoes. 8. The bride wore a 
bejeweled necklace for the Cambodian 
ceremony. 9. The day’s “blush and blue” 
color scheme—the bride’s and groom’s 
favorite hues—carried through to the 
invitations. 10. The fashion-forward 
groom chose a polka dot pocket square to 
complement his tux. 11. The fl ower girl, 
the bride’s niece, tossed petals during the 
outdoor ceremony.  

CEREMONY/RECEPTION: American 
Swedish Institute, Mpls. • BRIDE’S 
DRESS: Lazaro from Mestads • 
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES: Various styles 
• GROOM’S/GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE: 
Men’s Wearhouse • RINGS: Wedding 
Day Diamonds • INVITATIONS: Elegant 
Wedding Invites • DESSERTS: Cafe Latte 
• FLORALS:  Fox & Fern • DJ/LIGHTING: 
Apollo Music Group • LINENS: Après 
Event Décor & Tent Rental • PROPS/
RENTALS: The Seatery • VIDEOGRAPHER: 
B&M Video Productions • HAIR/
MAKEUP: P Studios • HONEYMOON: 
Kauai, Hawaii
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Andrea and Brandon love 
northern Minnesota. It’s 
where they both went to 
school at the University 
of Minnesota Duluth after 
graduating from Lakeville 
South High School; it’s 
where Andrea’s family has 
a cabin on Pelican Lake; 
and it’s where Brandon 
popped the question during 
a surprise proposal on a 
pontoon in front of Breezy 
Point Resort.  

So when it was time 
to plan the big day, the 
couple considered getting 
married up north, but the 

metro made more sense 
to accommodate their 
guests. Fortunately, the 
Minneapolis Event Center 
was the perfect mix of 
city chic and cozy cabin 
they craved. “The building 
already had so much char-
acter to it,” Andrea says. 
“We didn’t have to invest a 
ton of money into decorat-
ing to make it look cool.” 

Playing off the venue’s 
exposed brick walls and 
chandeliers, the couple 
added their own touches 
to bring a woodsy vibe to 
the Twin Cities. Organic-

feeling bouquets featured 
an abundance of greenery 
and white fl owers, while 
a simple garland ran the 
length of the head table. 
A naked cake boasted two 
deer cake toppers—a nod to 
the groom’s love of hunting 
and fi shing—and wooden 
accents such as “Mr.” and 
“Mrs.” signs complemented 
the navy, gold, and green 
color scheme. “We wanted 
it to be more rustic,” Andrea 
says. “We had been to black-
tie weddings and we didn’t 
want it to be that elegant, 
but we still wanted some 

glitz and glam.”
On a summery day the 

weekend before July 4th, 
family was the focus as 
Brandon and Andrea said 
their “I dos.” The bride’s 
uncle offi ciated the cere-
mony, while her sisters sur-
prised the 275 guests with a 
rap song about the couple, 
set to the tune of Little Big 
Town’s “Pontoon.” 

“Family is really impor-
tant to both of us,” says 
Brandon. “Having every 
person we could imagine 
that we love all in one room 
was really cool.”  

Rustic Elegance
ANDREA & BRANDON  •   JUNE 30, 2017  •  PHOTOGRAPHS BY WHITNEY BETH PHOTOGRAPHY
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1. The groom’s sister and brother-in-law 
walked down the aisle during the ceremony, 
which was held at Minneapolis Event Center. 
2. DIY tile place cards escorted guests to 
their seats. 3. Invitations matched the 
rustic-glam vibe the couple envisioned for 
their wedding. 4. A gluten-free naked cake 
from The Copper Hen was used for cutting, 
while guests enjoyed cupcakes. 5. A simple 
garland dressed up the head table. 6. The 
couple’s niece made the perfect fl ower girl. 
7. With the Minneapolis skyline as a 
backdrop, the newlyweds shared a 
private moment. 8. A mix of high and low 
centerpieces accented the tables. 
9. Bridesmaids chose their own dresses 
in shades of blush, gold, and champagne. 
10. Hydrangea and greenery were heavily 
featured in the bride’s bouquet. 11. A 
hanger fl aunting the bride’s new last name 
held her dress, a mermaid style she got from 
Effi  e’s Bridal Trunk, where she works on the 
weekends.   

CEREMONY/RECEPTION: Minneapolis 
Event Center, Mpls. • BRIDE’S DRESS: 
Madison James from Effi  e’s Bridal Trunk • 
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES: Wtoo, Watters, and 
Adrianna Papell from Effi  e’s Bridal Trunk 
• GROOM’S/GROOMSMEN’S ATTIRE: Tip Top 
Tux • RINGS: Jay F. Jeweler • INVITATIONS: 
A Milestone Paper Co. • CAKE/CUPCAKES: 
The Copper Hen Cakery & Kitchen • 
FLORALS: Chez Bloom • DJ: Midwest 
Sound • VIDEOGRAPHER: Peterson Brothers 
Productions • HAIR/MAKEUP: Miranda Jo 
Simmons and Primped


